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Jennifer Langston, and together they have two 
children, Todd and Brandon, a daughter-in- 
law, Casey, and a grandchild, Kate. 

In 1969, at the age of 19, Dr. Martin an-
swered God’s call to ministry by joining Rose-
dale Baptist Church in Beaumont, Texas as a 
part-time Minister of Music and Youth. By 
1974, Dr. Martin joined Fletcher Emanuel Bap-
tist Church in Lumberton, Texas as the full- 
time Minister of Education and Youth. In 1982, 
Dr. Martin moved to South Main Baptist 
Church in Houston, Texas as the Church Busi-
ness Administrator. Soon after, Dr. Martin 
moved his young family to North Texas to 
start his service at First Baptist Church of 
Carrollton. 

For 16 years, Dr. Martin served as the As-
sociate Pastor of Education at First Baptist 
Church of Carrollton. During Dr. Martin’s ten-
ure at First Baptist Carrollton, the church was 
one of the largest and fastest growing con-
gregations in the nation. He guided the total 
education program including Sunday School, 
discipleship training, missions and weekday 
education. 

In 1999, Dr. Martin joined the Dallas Baptist 
Association as the Director of Leadership De-
velopment. Dallas Baptist Association serves 
over 500 churches in 40 different languages 
with the mission of multiplying disciples, min-
istries, and churches throughout Dallas and 
Rockwall Counties. Over the last 18 years, Dr. 
Martin has been charged with equipping Chris-
tian leaders with the tools they need for Bible 
study and discipleship. Dr. Martin’s years of 
service at the Dallas Baptist Association have 
helped the organization grow and prosper. 
Throughout his tenure, he earned the reputa-
tion as a steadfast spiritual leader and an ef-
fective advocate who is dedicated to Christian 
education and spiritual advancement. 

Dr. Martin has committed his time and en-
ergy to service in his community in different 
ministry outreach positions. Since 1997, Dr. 
Martin has served as the Lead Chaplain for 
the Carrollton Police Department. From 2001 
to 2010, Dr. Martin served on the Board of Di-
rectors of the DFW Airport Interfaith Chap-
laincy. He participated in organizing chap-
laincy programs for military members returning 
home for ‘‘rest and relief’’ from Operations 
Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom. In 
2008, Dr. Martin joined the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation’s Dallas Division as Chaplain. He 
has been a visiting Chaplain at the FBI Acad-
emy at Quantico, Virginia, and part of the 
FBI’s Critical Incident Team. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th District of 
Texas, I would like to thank Dr. Bobby Martin 
for his lifetime of Christian leadership and 
service. I ask all my distinguished colleagues 
to join me in wishing Dr. Martin continued suc-
cess as he enjoys his retirement. 
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Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Soto amendment, 
Soto number 23 to Division B, the Department 

of Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2018, moved $500,000 
from the Office of the Secretary account to the 
Grassroots Source Water Protection Program. 

I support increased funding for the Grass-
roots Source Water Protection Program and 
thank Chairman ADERHOLT and my colleagues 
for their support of my amendment. 
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Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of a community trailblazer, fa-
ther, husband, and man of God, the Reverend 
Dr. A.V. Fisher. 

The Reverend Dr. A.V. Fisher was born the 
sixth of seven children to Essie J. and Corine 
Caraway Fisher in 1933 in Marshall County, 
Texas. After graduating from Pemberton High 
School, Reverend Fisher forged his own path 
to become the first male student to graduate 
Cosmetology at Valarie Hurd Beauty College. 
In 1958, Reverend Fisher brought his exper-
tise and work ethic to Fort Worth where he 
opened his first beauty salon. Reverend Fisher 
immediately transformed the salon into a com-
munity icon that caught the attention of Ebony 
and Beauty Trade Magazines, ranking him as 
one of the Top 100 Beauty Operators in the 
United States. The Texas Legislature joined 
their high praise by honoring Reverend Fisher 
for 50 years as a Hair Stylist and Beauty 
Owner. 

Following his successful barbershop career, 
Reverend Fisher decided to embark on a new 
chapter of this life by transitioning into min-
istry. He entered the Gospel Ministry in 1963 
under the spiritual guidance of Reverend 
James Warren and Dr. M.R. Lester, and later 
became pastor of the Salem Missionary Bap-
tist Church. As a Reverend, Dr. Fisher has 
welcomed hundreds to his church; baptized 
many, ordained over 300 deacons, and in-
stalled over 200 preachers as pastors all over 
the United States. Additionally, Reverend Fish-
er’s service did not waiver. He founded the 
Black Pastor’s Association, coordinated the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Service and 
Prayer Breakfast for 30 years, and helped 
found the East Fort Worth Interdenominational 
Ministerial Alliance. Reverend Fisher grad-
uated from the New World Bible Institute, and 
has received numerous awards including an 
honorary doctorate. He has preached all 
across the United States and the Bahamas. 

Reverend Dr. A.V. Fisher passed away on 
Tuesday, October 3, 2017 and is survived by 
his wife, Verdell Knighten, and their three 
beautiful daughters, Avis Michelle, Ava LaNell, 
and Adrain Van. 

I honor and celebrate the life of a dedicated 
community servant, Reverend Dr. A.V. Fisher. 
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Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I was unable to be present in 

Washington for voting on October 4–5, 2017 
due to circumstances beyond my control. Had 
I been present, I would have voted: Yes on 
the Grijalva Amendment to H. Con. Res. 71 
(Roll Call No. 553), and Yes on the Scott 
Amendment to H. Con. Res. 71 (Roll Call No. 
554). Additionally, I would have voted Yes on 
the Yarmuth amendment to H. Con. Res. 71 
(Roll Call No. 556), and voted No on Final 
Passage (Roll Call No. 557). 
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Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today along 
with my colleague, The Honorable JOSEPH 
CROWLEY, to recognize the 80th anniversary of 
Queens College, an institution of higher edu-
cation in Queens that provides an exemplary 
education to nearly 20,000 students annually. 
Queens College opened its doors on October 
11, 1937, and ushered in the first class of stu-
dents to the first public college in Queens. On 
the first day of classes, Queens College Presi-
dent Paul Klapper remarked, ‘‘We are the pio-
neers of a new institution. We have no history 
to look back to, but we can look forward to 
progress.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that President 
Klapper would be proud to see the remarkable 
progress that Queens College has made. The 
Princeton Review has continuously com-
mended the college for offering a world-class 
education by an illustrious faculty for an af-
fordable price. It is no wonder that it places in 
the top 1 percent of colleges that successfully 
move its students from the bottom-fifth income 
distribution percentile to the top-fifth income 
distribution percentile. In its eighty years, 
160,000 students have become alumni. Some 
have earned Pulitzer Prizes, Emmy Awards, 
becoming CEOs, or achieved scientific break-
throughs. As an alumnus himself, I know that 
Congressman CROWLEY is proud to join me in 
commending Queens College for its steadfast 
commitment in ensuring that students reach 
their potential. 

Queens College has not only cultivated a 
reputation for investing in student success, but 
also for being one of the most diverse col-
leges in the country. Students who are cur-
rently enrolled are from 170 countries and 
speak over 110 languages. Queens College 
offers 69 undergraduate programs in the arts 
and sciences. In its eighty years of operations, 
the college has become a cultural hub for stu-
dents to pursue and achieve academic suc-
cess in Queens. 

I am proud to stand with Congressman 
CROWLEY to commemorate Queens College’s 
80th anniversary. I look forward to seeing 
what the future will bring for this trailblazing 
beacon of higher education. 
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